
Report on Expert Session on "Startup Support and AI-  

Innovation" (08 January) 

 



 

An expert lecture and interactive session on the theme “Building the Future: Start-up Support and 

AI Innovation” was successfully organized today at Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language 

University in the Atal Hall, Academic Block. The programme was jointly organized by the Awadh 

Incubation Foundation (AIF) and Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language University. 

The event was held under the guidance and patronage of the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of the 

University, Prof. Ajay Taneja. 

 

 

 

The keynote speaker, Mr. Vasav Krishna, Head (AI/ML Domain), Start-up Incubation and 

Innovation Centre (SIIC), IIT Kanpur, stated in his address that the present era is driven by artificial 

intelligence and data-based innovation, where start-ups can offer solutions to real societal problems. 

He explained that AI and machine learning are playing a transformative role in sectors such as 

healthcare, education, agriculture, environment, media, and governance. 

 

 

 

 



 

He emphasized to students and research scholars that the foundation of a successful start-up lies in 

the clear identification of a problem, understanding local needs, and the meaningful application of 

technology. Mere ideas are not sufficient; they must pass through stages of prototyping, validation, 

and scalability. 

 

Referring to the functioning of SIIC, IIT Kanpur, Mr. Krishna explained how incubation centres 

provide budding entrepreneurs with mentorship, technical guidance, industry linkages, access to 

funding, and legal support. In conclusion, he urged students not to fear taking risks, to accept 

failures as learning experiences, and to move forward in the direction of innovation-driven 

entrepreneurship. 

 

 

On this occasion, Mr. Nripin Bhatt, Founder of Rafts and Rivers and Knowledge Partner of the 

Awadh Incubation Foundation, shared detailed insights into the incubation process, mentorship 

models, and various start-up and innovation schemes of the Government of Uttar Pradesh. In his 

address, he stated that innovation and entrepreneurship have become essential components of higher 

education, and universities are continuously striving to connect students with start-ups, research, 

and industry. 

 

 



 

Prof. Syed Haider Ali, Vice President of the Awadh Incubation Foundation, stated in his address 

that the National Education Policy 2020 promotes innovation and entrepreneurship, and its 

integration into the curriculum will foster an entrepreneurial mindset among students. 

 

 

 

The programme was efficiently moderated by Dr. Ruchita Sujay Chaudhary, Member, Awadh 

Incubation Foundation, while the vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Dua Naqvi. 

 

The event witnessed the presence of Prof. Tanveer Khadija, Dr. Manish, Dr. Udham Singh, Dr. Raj 

Kumar, along with many other faculty members, research scholars, and a large number of students 

of the University. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


